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Some observers have also recognized that violence itself, either experi-
encing it or witnessing it, can create situations in which individuals’ social 
class status is decreased. For example, victims of domestic violence will have 
problems finding and maintaining employment, which could reduce their 
social status. According to some estimates, domestic violence “causes U.S. 
women to miss about 8 million days of work and lose about $727 million in 
wages each year.”81 In addition, being exposed to violence reduces academic 
achievement, which will affect one’s social status, and experiencing violence 
potentially leads to posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which is linked 
with unemployment.82

Inequality has also been seen as perpetuating crime. From this perspec-
tive, individuals with less power have fewer resources, and these limited 
resources potentially create situations in which members of the lower class 
turn to crime in an effort to level the playing field. Consider those who 
have no opportunity to go to college or find a career. Offending may be an 
adaptation to the inequality.

Differential treatment from the justice system may also result from 
inequality. In this context, many observers have suggested that the higher 
arrest rates among the poor reflect the power that the upper class has over 
the lower class in the creation and application of the law. In effect, some 
criminologists argue that the powerful use the criminal law to exert and 
maintain their power over the lower class.83 Moreover, some criminologists 
point out that a range of harmful behaviors by the powerful (for example, 
discrimination and pollution) are not defined nor treated as violations of the 
criminal law.

Somewhat related, methodological limitations have also been used 
to explain the apparent link between social class and offending. In par-
ticular, researchers have noted that arrest data and self-report data yield 

Based on the long history of research that showed 
consistent temporal and geographic patterns 
surrounding crime, Matthew Gerber, a researcher at 
the University of Virginia, examined whether Twitter 
feeds could be used to predict crimes that occurred 
in Chicago over a three-month timeframe. Reviewing 
tweets and crimes reported to the police over this 
period, and using “Twitter-specific linguistic analysis 
and statistical topic modeling to automatically identify 
discussion topics,” (p. 115), Gerber found that his 
program was able to predict 19 of 25 crimes at a better 
rate than standard prediction strategies. In particular, 

this strategy was able to predict the crimes of drug 
offenses, stalking, and criminal damage. It makes 
sense when you think about it. Tweets have a time 
stamp and the location from which tweets were sent 
can be determined through GPS. Given that both time 
and location are tied to crime patterns, Twitter might 
be a valuable tool for predicting future crime. Gerber 
recommended, in particular, that this might be a viable 
strategy for allocating police resources.
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